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When they had landed at Riva degll Schiavoni

he saici to the fisherman:

6%Vhm it is daylight then shah go to the Doge
and tell him what thou hast seen this night. Tell
him that San llarco and San Giorgio and San
Nicolo have to-night fought the evil spirits that
would destroy Venice, and have put them to
flight."

*4Yes, signer/' the fisherman answered, "I will
tell everything. But how shall I speak so that the
Doge will believe me ?"

Then San Marco handed him a ring with a
precious stone possessed of a wonderful lustre,

"Show this to the Doge/* he said, "then he will
understand that it brings a message from me.
He knows my ring, which is kept in Sau MarcoV
treasury in the cathedral,"

The fisherman took the ring, and Hsseci it
reverently.

"Further, thou shah tell the Doge," said the
holy man, "that this is a sign that I shall never
forsake Venice. Even when the last Doge has
left Palazzo Ducali I will live and preserve Ven-
ice. Even if Venice lose her islands in the East
and tie supremacy of the sea, and no Doge ever
again sets out on the Bucintoro, even then I will
preserve the city beautiful and resplendent. It
always be rich and beloved, always be
landed and its praises sung, always a place of jay